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LUTHERAN UNITY IN JAPAN 


F-WWW ny ps 


Since the arrivel of United Lutheran Synod in the South (U.S.) 
missionaries on April 2, 1893, in Saga City, Kyushu, the Lutheran 
church has extended its. work in Japan until at present there are 
twelve Lutheran missionary societies from four countries spread 
over the length of Japan. All but two of these began work after 
World War II and most are working independently of one another. 

The following six churches from the U.S. are represented by missio- 
Mary societies in Japan: United Iutheran Church of Americs, The 
‘American Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, Suomi Synod . 
‘Lutheran Church, Lutheran Brethern, and Lutheran Church, Mo. Synod. 
Norwey is represented by three societies: Norwegian Missionary 
Society, Norwegian Lutheran Mission, and Lutheran Free Church of 
Norway Mission. The Christian Mission to. Buddhists as well as the 
Danish Missionary Society are from Denmark. The Finnish Lutheran 
Missionary Society began work in Japan in 1900. 


In 1951 these various bodies combined to form an "All Lutheran 
Free Confernce," which led to the forming of the Lutheran Unity 
Committee. This committee, composed of two members from each of 
the above-mentioned groups ” and from the Japan Lutheran Church, 
‘studied the possibility of a united Lutheran Church in Japan. 
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_The Mo. Synod and the Lutheran Brethern groups eventually withdrew. 
The Unity Committee, under the wrthy leadership of Dr. Olaf Hansen 
and Rev. David Vikner, finished its work in March, 1957, set which © 
time 2 “doctrinal witness" was agreed upon, as well ss a detailed 
stetement of “organization recommendations." <A doctrinal statement 
as such was never felt necessary for union. A Constitution Com- 
mittee, with a larger proportion of Japanese members, succeeded the 
Unity Committee. 


This Consitution Committee, chsired by Dr. Chitose Kishi, pre- 
sident of the Japan Lutheran Church, met in Kobe-on March 6-7 1961 
to epproved revisions which will produce the fifth and final draft 
of the progected constitution and by-laws for the new united church. 
The chief problems encountered have been those pertaining to the 
balance of national church authority and district.euthority, theolo- 
gical education and ordination of the clergy. 


Also decided at the Kobe meeting was the time-table from here 
to the inception of the new church. On November 23, 1961, a ‘tmeet-= 
jing of declaration to unite" will choose a Preparation Committee 
/to draw up special agreement between the new church and mission 
Boards, to make proposals regarding church rites, etc. This work 
is to be completed by Reformation Day, 1962, when the Constituting 
Convention of the new church will be held. 


Thus, by Januery, 1963, the year which marks the 10th anni- 
versary of the unity \negotiations and the 7Oth anniversary of the 
founding of the Japan Lutheran Church, a unified Lutheran Church 
will be functioning in Japan. 


SHIKOKAL TO CONDUCT CHURCH-WIDE SURVEY 


Department of Hvangelttsm heads of each diocese of the Seikokai 
(Anglican-Episcopel Church) met et Takarazuka for three days in 
mid~Januery. 


On the first evening Ogazawara, Chubu diocese head, reported 
_0n his Russian tour of last summer. K. Horie led a group discussion 
on the Relating of Education and Evangelism in the Seikokai on the 
following evening. 


On the third day, at the request of the Central Evangelism 
Department, it was decided to conduct a church-wide survey of the 
following ereas: 


ae (¥atelisbatistics;on each member, i,ye., how-each member 
became a Christian, when their interest was first aroused, 
Gbe.. 

Attendance - motivation for steady attendance. 

Forms and character of lay participation. 

Policy end concrete methods of evangelism - appraisal of 
the relative success of various methods. 


WD 


This will be the first time such a church-wide survey is to be 
cerried out by the Seikokai and it is expected to provide necessary 
source material for future evangelism plans. 


¢ ese 
wetbcdgiw yifesse ove Bqrorg | ioacealtie oe 


asap tslO .1G to qitewebesl yada ow edd. qebau Sed. 


intdw @a ,Veel ,doxell ot airow adi pede tart _ roe L biv 
hetiegebh s es low 88 4hody beet Sew ‘Meeontiw | fsmttook 
scameteds Leatrdoom A " ano Lgebiommoost no tgexknes yo"! Tos 
OD nolsudidenod A mote “ot yisaeeoed thet oven aaw! £ 
tt Bebesooue ,e redmem ge ieiraet To SO RAO ES. segs L 8 se: 
: f | ; peel 
ote , iteta aa conde adh vd si boaeater sosetimo® oteaiiadian 
faek T-3 doteM no-edan gt tem so toto netoddml ceqel edgy” 
‘enh Lock bre axikt oat obubow ILiw ? Ao Eclw anobakvet i 
mo.kdasbaeacn: be s2ehe! 


oytpgifo best wont edd ie ee bok 
nae oe oer even berrosmuoate ansLdorg: 
fontutio bramgge 9 st 


~ofosat x 
Me Pe yates “edd ‘20, "SO SISLEDS — 


nb: ila Bay’. 7h ch sedi wack’: ett ae: : ded 

LOOT: (£6.41 As dngvor nO. Hees eet eds So rok Fe: 

RS sods” Lipa, moe La. “od -nordsie Loe 

teal. aeewds os. gremosega Let o8ge ge 
nde: "goat oq: go threes a Lagogo | 

Bae 1cw fone vet: noktearto tai, ver be 

hier sad Sh bw. sisiilicto weet: G 


i os wort eldedeor 
rage 
syiated sobs Aga ahd 
ees: 


f ie 


bakin? 


pee: eek sealie sine cone phat: & Pb: consis 
a 


be AK 
‘enh? 3) use erevinie AsOt- ‘eddbre spolsatesasn. Chenin 8% 
dota mart Aare, beitiay, Be. etre. agrocdewd EQS feet) ‘X 
Lae Deep 04 ier beer yy 


Rete dl eee eo rag: 
0 ae of . t 
4 ae & Be : 


| 
| rey ry gee : 5 ‘ ; i ; os 
764 ey be raga Bat We BORED 
« ie si ete, 
; whi ¢ 2 at a Pi 
otied: oft iat aah af ot jib 40: oid nahioaasvl <9 oaemnd 


Sais gem (agro sti 


oi.” CBeieeegcn a ~ ¢ “bat di seocokh udu” , seanestl gitaanal aia 
Ws vrommua. geek Fo. woo as 


46taeuoelh efi ory 3 bet 9 £408 us 
and mot axor tem Sao 3 ak he emer bas ee pe irene on 


air 


ead82 fst “te wep ert ie ‘ae 
| sever 


gyri 
ah epee Pgs vol buen 5 


Bgehe 


Tease vied 1 as 


Ua 


as 


a, ya Ors : ee 


sodinom tone se eu ze 1 pean moe no. er 
serkt 2 Gm saonedal ttedd cod... Ae ka i 


_ hoauore: | 
ce eed et -osniebne ade epee da’, ae nokdev.adom 
| “[aokdegroksteg ysl. to Betcha 
toi! fap te rage * + wp tlezaeve Yo. eboriten- 
: ee hoger 


ae a byrEe F yore 682 
burial nae 


Page 3 


| Yu AND YW DELEGATES TO SEOUL 


In spite of the "delicate" political situation existing between 


| Japan and Korea, efforts are being made to increase and deepen Chris- 
_tisn fellowship ties. 


Last summer three Japanese students participated in an Inter- 


| national Christian Work Camp located in Korea. Also, NCC is study- 


ing the possibility of sending a good-will ambassador to korea. 


Now at the invitation of the Korean Student Christian Council 
(KSCC)} six representatives from the YMCA and YWCA will soon be 
leaving for Seoul to attend a youth leaders conference on March 24- 
26. Two "Y" leaders are to be accompanied by two student members 
from each the YM and the Yw. 


fixpenses to Pusan will be paid by the Japanese with the remain- 
ing costs being met by Korean sources. 


~JOTARO KAWAKAMI BLECTHD HEAD OF JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY 


Jotaro Kawakami, an elder of Ginza Church in Tokyo, has been 
elected chairman of the Japan Socialist Party. Kawakami has been 


active in labor movements since before the war and was considered the 


logical successor to the recently assassinated Inejiro Asanuma, 
Kawekami is the leader of the right-wing group within the Sdcialist 
Perty. 


Born in a Christian family, he is faithful in church attendance. 
His father, a carpenter, was a well know street preacher. His wife 
is a daughter of the former Methodist Bishop Hiraiwa. Tamio, 
Kawakami's eldest son, is a lecturere at Tokyo Union Theological 
Seminary; and, his daughter, Kazuko Ijuin, is a member of the YWCA 
executive committee. 


Newspspers refer to him as the "jujika’iincho" (Christian Chair- 


| men). There are et present twenty-two Christian diet members, these 


meet every Wednesdey morning for preyer. 


SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION TOPS NON-FICTION SALES 

According to the Shukan Dokushojin (Reader's Weekly) of January 
OX. 1961, the leading non-fiction seller for 1969 wes Atama no Yoku 
Naru Hon (A Book on Mind Improvement) with 420,000 sales. Seiseikatsu 
no Chie (Sex-Life Knowledge) wes in second place with 360,000 volumes 
sold. However, Japan Bible “ociety announces that Bible and Scrip- 
ture portion distribution far surpasses these with the amazing totalof 
1,886,909. This is the second straight year that the Bible has led. 


The Japan Bible Society, utilizing the colportage system , 
covers the country systematically with the eid of military maps. 
Jepan is divided into ten districts to each of which a team of col- 
porters is assigned. Team members report in to their respective 
teams captains who in turn send in a progress report: to JBS head- 
quarters. In this manner every house in the country is to be con- 
tected. 
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Forty full-time colporters receive a salary plus a smell com- 
mission on their sales. Only those who have been active in his or 
her church for years are engaged and these are given three months 
of training before being sent out. 


ICU_CHURCH 


The Internetional Christian University became an associate mem- 
ber of the Japan NCC in February, marking the beginning of an associa- 
tion that is expected to provide significant enrichment to the Come 
munity an Christ in this country. 


wince ICU got started a decade ago the ICU Church has existed 
Saae O¥ecitae with the University. Spiritually, it is an integral 
See aeoreune University. The pastor, the Rev. Dr. Yasuo Furuya, 
Merves on the faculty and the church office is also the office of 
mee University's religious life and program. The ICU Church also 
ls reaches out into the surrounding communities, from which many of its 
members are drawn, 


At least 10 nationalities are represented in the membership, 
end several more confessional groups. Services are bilingual 
Wapenese and English), and worshipers make use of wireless receivers 
tO pick up simultaneous translations. Sunday School classes sre con- 
ducted for both Japanese and non-Japanese children, and the church 
iS actively engaged in benevolence, missions and evangelical work. 


Sie purposes Of the ICU Church are stated as follows: "first, 
DO Creave an ell-inclusive Christian fellowship of those who .sincere- 
dy endeavor to know and serve God; second, to enhance the religious 
and educational program of the International Christian University; 
Soc euiara, to extend the Christian ministry to all men in the Spirit 
of Christi." 
( ICU Public Information Office } 
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